
Rosa Parks 

Rosa Parks was an American activist. She was born in 1913 and died in 2005. 

Rosa grew up in Alabama with her brother, mother and grandparents. When 

she was young, her grandparents told her stories about when black people 

were used as slaves. Rosa knew it wasn’t right. She knew she was a normal 

person. Slavery was over, but life was still hard for all black people. They could 

not use the same doors, lifts, bathrooms or water fountains. Black people also 

had to give up there seat to a white person if the rest of the bus was full. 

 When she grew up, Rosa fell in love with a man named Raymond who was 

trying to make the rules fairer. Soon Rosa started trying to get more rights for 

black people too. On her way home from work one day, the bus driver told her 

to give her seat to a white person. Rosa knew it was wrong, so she said “No”. 

She was sent to jail for the night but she wasn’t scared, she knew what she was 

fighting for was right.  

Black people all over the city heard what happened to Rosa and they thought 

enough too. She inspired them to stop using the buses until the rules changed. 

They walked to school, work and the shops. She travelled the country to 

convince people to join the fight. Finally, after one year the court decided that 

treating black people differently on buses was wrong. She moved to Detroit to 

fight for fair homes, schools and jobs for black people. She also fought for 

voting rights, women’s rights and rights for people in prison. When Rosa was 

older, she was given awards and called a hero, but she knew she was just a 

normal person.                    
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